RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL
Rushcliffe Arena, Rugby Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 7YG

NOTICE OF REFUSAL OF PLANNING PERMISSION

Rushcliffe
Borough Council TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

Mrs Claire Chamberlain
c/o Miss Eilisann McCann
Neo Environmental Ltd
Cinnamon House

Crab Lane

Warrington

Cheshire

WA2 OXP

REFERENCE NO : 22/02241/FUL
APPLICANT : Mrs Claire Chamberlain

DEVELOPMENT : Installation of renewable energy generating solar farm comprising
ground-mounted photovoltaic solar arrays, together with substation,
inverter stations, security measures, site access, internal access
tracks and other ancillary infrastructure, including landscaping and
biodiversity enhancements

LOCATION : Land East Of Hawksworth And Northwest Of Thoroton Shelton Road
Thoroton Nottinghamshire

RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL having considered an application, which was
validly submitted on 2 December 2022, for the above development hereby in pursuance
of their powers under the above-mentioned Act,

REFUSE PERMISSION

for the development described in the application for the reasons set out below:-

1. The magnitude of the scale and nature of the ground mounted solar
proposals would have a significant adverse impact on landscape
character and visual amenity, contrary to Policy 22 (Development in the
Countryside), Policy 34 (Green Infrastructure, Landscape, Parks and
Open Spaces) and Policy 16 (Renewable Energy) of LPP2 which both
seek to ensure that new development does not have an adverse impact
and that any adverse effects can be adequately mitigated and paragraphs
155 and 180 of the National Planning Policy Framework, which seek to
support the use and supply of renewable and low carbon energy
provided the adverse impacts are addressed satisfactorily (including
cumulative landscape and visual impacts).

2. The proposed development does not contribute to the preservation or
enhancement of the setting of the Hawksworth and Thoroton Conservation
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Areas and does not contribute to the preservation of the setting of a number
of listed buildings within these conservation areas. The harm to the heritage
assets would be 'less than substantial. Whilst the significant benefits of the
proposal in terms of renewable energy are acknowledged the public benefits
do not outweigh the harm to the assets of national and local heritage value.
As such the proposal is contrary to Policy 11 (Historic Environment) and
Policy 28 (Conserving and Enhancing Heritage Assets) of LPP1 that seeks
to ensure that there is no significant adverse effect on any historic sites and
their settings including listed buildings, buildings of local interest,
conservation areas, scheduled ancient monuments, and historic parks and
gardens. The proposals would also be contrary to Policy 16 which requires
that renewable energy schemes must be acceptable in terms the historic
environment and paragraphs 200 and 202 of the NPPF which require that
any harm to, or loss of, the significance of a designated heritage asset (from
its alteration, or destruction, or from development within its setting) should
require clear and convincing justification and that this harm should be
weighed against the public benefits of the proposal.

Positive and Proactive Statement

In dealing with the application the council has implemented the requirement in the
National Planning Policy Framework to work with the applicant in a positive and
proactive way. We have made available detailed advice in the form of our statutory
policies in the Core Strategy, Supplementary Planning Documents, Planning Briefs and
other informal written guidance, as well as determining the application in accordance
with the agreed Planning Performance Agreement. We have however been unable to
seek solutions to problems arising from the application as the principal of the proposal is
clearly contrary to our statutory policies and negotiation could not overcome the reasons
for refusal.

Note-
Having regard to the above and having taken into account matters raised there are no

other material considerations which are of significant weight in reaching a decision on
this application.

Any site notice displayed for the purpose of this application may be removed following
the issuing of this decision. The location of any notices displayed can be viewed on the
Council's website at http://planningon-line.rushcliffe.gov.uk
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Authorised Officer on behalf of Rushcliffe Borough Council
30th March 2023
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